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By GLEN EKIRE .
smral 10 the Rockfind Rcs-stcr Stir-

I appreciate the opportunity
to'provide relevent l’auts and to
carrect some inaccuracies found
in a May 11 Register Star edigo-
rial about the anronmental
Protection Agency_apd the

Editorial Board and I sgree that

the articles omitted the

proven
| existence of a natural clay liner
‘I'at Ekberg’Pine Mator--Pirk,

also knownas Area 7.

since the 1850s
izing the spread of polh-
' 1985 official document,

proceeded to drill more hcles

was coricemned with

lution spriead, this liner reduces
;tbaul'gencstopuhnheadmk

the pollution nearer to the aut-

southeaat Rockford Superfund.
First, the EPA, Regster Star .
. " ownycertified teats of the meni-
“publiz -health should bs ‘our
paramoant concern, Having that
-&s 4 basis, I was concermned vhy

. . THE EPA"S OWN data s'hows
this has pmtect:ltllrrub.ln health
earty 'S0 by -

clay.
Unfortunately, the EPA disre- -also.
garded its own information and -’

through the linex That lswhy I
omwammthtspmpertymmmfs

Il -
addition to minimizing thie pol- .

lessly with the expensive man
mademmdiesltahawbpt

face where the well.document- . Th =
ed natural forces (L.e. cotton- -
_ wood and alfalfa: roots) of bio--

Your Views

nsaumt '

lummevenbemr.

chance of working. -

. Another benefit to publ¢ -

health that the RRS clise not to

reduction of poll
From 1993 to 2003 t1e: EPA’S

‘dwell -‘on was the. dramatic-- a
ution in Avea 7. .

tor wells rear Area 7 show an .
average drop of appreximately:”
ﬁ ercént. For example, atest -

ocated near the southwest

.edge of Ekberz/Pine Manor
" Park showed & drop in the 1,1,1

TCE concentration from 79

parts per millicn to _.3 PPM,

well within the drlnking water
standard.
THE GEOLOGY

_ DEPARTVENT
at MU aald the property ex-
hibits the class.c elements of -
- -natural attenuatin (cleanup): It
wy invitation to.

conduct field studiea on the

. nmlm%atnocostwtheux-
‘payer. n EPA spakesman
- 1 A el uu‘%
-G eanup P wis nece
Igoes t adse the possibiity
’ B € POSS; :
. theirRecord of Decision was in
error. The EPA has always sald -

s claimed outside

that, if possible, the preferred

Anuomcelnmentcfmeam-

-~ ¢les'was the EPA's deciato to

- - approve naturdj atténuation for
othe: much more dangerous
sitea in the stateline ares. Tho .-
Fvergrean Mancr subdivisionin - -
directly on top of"

Rosme. siting
ollution plumeé, has had
r air tests showing dan-

'gemuuly elevated levels of ben-
-zen8, TCE; PCE and ctlorofam. -

Homes in the Pine Manor sub-

divistan next to the Area 7site

have undergone the same bat-
tery of tests, and all of them’
show pollution levels. below
national averuge and within
cleanup standards.

Another negative exan:ple .

showing this EPA inconsistency

is Area 11rnear the corner of -

< 11th Street -and Harrison

Avene. At monitor well No.102

.next o the former Rockford

Varnish Co., the EPA reported
dangeruusly cont-
amitant iavels of over 1,100
PPM.'I‘MmsoverlSDﬁmuﬂte
pollittion level at Area 7, but

~ Areall was granted a natural

remed is natural attenuation, -

mld conserve
p dollars for
the more challe::ged slbes.

“tion in Area 7 was d
_In the 'S08 and early *
- Towned

gtieruation status. What his-

shows ia that the EPA has an
incredibly wide latitude of dis-
cretlon in establhhmgtlm crite-
ria for cleanup.
1 WANT TO THANK the Regi

ter Sar for cls ‘he

ttere
‘before

thapmpm'mlwasmm

- After that point, [
-EPA find -that Roto-Rodter’
tid wasbes’
- an GeorgeJohnson's
< orty. Furthermare, my exsmp-

Nature can clean up Superfund 31te

pietehr unsware nfthe condition

- 'af the land until *he EPA drilled

test wells in the 19903,

dninped industrisd
prop-

‘tion from cleapup liability was

codijed into law in Decermber
-of 2001 with the Brownfields .
UNFORTUNATELY, THE EPA |
. ance again skirted the rules and

R

iangcence, and is currently
_ﬁume ‘One of the editorial

. aruwnmﬂxwasuaudldn‘lpar
- ticipate ir-the extorion cov-
1did offer to give -

enant. Actuaily
$20,000 .toward the cleanup,
which I thought was
eqous in light of my’
This offer was rejected. Totop
this entire nightmare situation

off, the fedoral ‘udge in Reck-

ford has denied me one of my

nmslpmcmrlghts.atrmlbya

Jury of mypeers.

I want public heath in re-
gards to our environmient tebe
protected and imprgved. ¥ ust
wish tiie EPA end tho foderal

- government would follow their -
- own data, be fair. ard follow
commonsense rules.-I invite

Terry Ayeis andother EPA offi-

cialsto openly dlswssﬂmtf.ch- ’

-nicalaspects of the site,
Glen Ekberg Is g Rockford
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